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T8 . = Around 1917 the building was finally completed and namaz performed in it. It is
THE “ASJ.A SAN FERNANDO‘ JAMAA? ‘

a two storey structure of reinforced concrete, still retaining its original archi-

ISTORY tecture.

maat. He got togets
nan (Ghanny and Hafiz

ised over Tourieen

Ty | of land on whick it now stands

for ¢ parcelof land m megasured fifty

fent

Tn 1913 they started i earmest with the erection of our Masjid and laid it's

foundation progressing steadily, When the structure was substantialy mznpiﬂmd . ’ £ ‘ . .

nesd was seen for another entrance. There had oaly been oneat the time. More
land was needed. Hafiz Yacoob Ali who owned the adjacgnt 12

cated 2 pieceof it and it ison thisland & second entrance was buill
R x * 5

d Southwards,

The original Architecture

It is rectanqular in shapé with a semni-circular portion protruding from the front.
There is a main dome in the centre of the roof and a minaret in each of its four
corners. There is ornamental concrete work on both the inside and outside of
the building which has always been painted in white with green bordeéring. On
the front section of the outside; is inlaid small sections of coloured glass which
forms a picturesque: outline. Both inside and outside: is vxsually quite: pleasing
; and the workmanship quite good:
The. Second Pﬂssa(qeway ’ k

iz




v dnlaid glass forming a picturesgue outline

Shortly after, there developed in the foundation on i%eenf*rthem side c:}f the

"mﬁ%dmg problematical fault which was soot solved through ti}e z;mn&émz‘zg

sk il ané know-how of Haji Asgarali Syne. Since then we have h 3d Gz:se Ct*ilﬁf pro-

blem with- the building. The roof has a slight isak which wezsti@e carpet in a

o That az‘ea is located be.

small area on the main floor whenever it rains heavi

tween the third and fourth of the ‘eight colurans in iae middle of the Masjid

wihen one is facing east, Several attempts have been made to s:.op this leak Which

stii pers;sts and. has proven to be quile evasive. Efferm are in progress m ?%ave it

comeé

Several years later, thers wai found need to extend 'the Masid wes’zwamis;?ﬁis
sway subsequently done in 1940 with Brother S Jaleel; now deceassd, standing

the expenses, Fsﬁgwing this was a bit of modifying and beamz?y;ng ﬁ?Ofa‘Z méef
taken in the Masjid at the Jam

L This consisted

i §y of inst fm

fancy veniilation blocks and L Etﬁé, Thiswork has enhanced the agepearagac&‘

1 nop tnern sidés as one is 53“90@& to enter the

appreciably. On the southern an

Masiid, are two @zstwe“zﬁae but simple mei:ai ga;es éeczgneé bmit and wst&%ied
by Bro mv Em%’f i‘ym"zaﬁfm@ one of the ﬁasé ; cﬁé;ea:s inour Masjzé. {fer avef~

4 generation, up to guite reoently ),

MUEZZINS

Cur first Muezzin was brother Shahadath Khan. Those who followed him official

iy were, brother Mohammed Sulaiman, Salamat A} and Mayudeen Meah.

There is something about Brother Salamat Ali's Azan that is worth mentioning.
Fishermen around Faralon Rock in the Gulf of Paria about two raile away west-
wards; have reportedthat they heard his voice as he called Azan for the Fajr

Namaaz. He had a most powerful and melodious tenor voice:

In the early days, Azan used 10 Le called from the roof of our Masjid. There is a
narrow concrete stairway built on the inside of the southern wall which leads to
a trap door on the roof. One may get to the roof through this trap door. Azan

is no longer called from the roof. It is called from an area in the western side of

.the building, which was an un-covered porch at one time, but is now part of the

Namaaz floor.

Stairway inbuilt on the Southern iwall

All our official Muezzins are now: deceased. (May Allah have mercy on their

souls). The matter of having the post filled has been actively pursued so far, but
_without success.
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“Fhréugh the gréce of Almighty Allah, who has provided us with.all suéten-‘
ance, heaith and strength; may I on behalf of the staff and pupils of our Sunday
Schook presemt thzs report of our past activities: ;

- Before doing so however, I would like you to join.me as I take you back to
the time wh‘en‘ou:r Sunday School was started:-

it was bom as a result of the desire of those who at the time regulated the

affairs of our Jamaa,r They wanted to ensure that the younger generation will fit
into the scheme of thmgs

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT ** 1983

i refer youio the Fruit tree,. The seed is pianted and re ewes its nourishment
from the earth. It grows: and. produces stems, 1eaves ﬂowers ‘fruits ete., then
withers and dies. Before it dies however, many persons may have eaten from its
fruits and benefited from its yield. Its seeds ensure that trees of its kind will
grow after it, Insha Allah. :

This is acycle. All things follow a cycle determind by Allah.

‘We must remember that at one time_ the land on which these buildings are
situated had only what was natural. Our Masjid was then built and this Hall
afterwards. It is here our Sunday School started and has been going on ever since.
Many of the senior members of our Jamaat and others may have received

their initial religious trammg rlght here. Athamdu Lillah our chﬂdren are now
p k _receiving theirs. o

Sister Mrs, Mehrun Rahaman instructs the Sunday School children ; : For the period under review what went on was as follows:-
: : The children have been taught the Pillars of Islam. These are - - faith, prayer,
rastmg, charzty and pllgmmage They. have been taught that true faith is the

‘behef that there is no god but Allah and Muhammed---(S.A.W.} is His Prophet
and Messenger.

&

They have been taught that this belief makes one a Muslim. They have been
:‘taught. about how and why to make Wuzu or ablution, and how and why to
- make Ghusl or compuisory bath and als;f Tayamum. They have been taught
about what must be done before performing Namaz, how to perform Namaz and
the performance of all the different types of Namaz — e.g. Juma, and Eid Namaz.
They have been taught how to put the five Pillars into pracnce The “Elemen-
tary Teachings of Islam” and “Taleemul Islam’’ are the text book used. Along
with these things they were taught Quranic Arabic, Qaseedas and generally the
things which would make them good Muslims. They have been told stories of the

Prophets, mcludmg the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) and his famﬂy and the Sahabahs.
- They have been encouraged to be creative.

The hlghest attendance we've had recently for any one sessxon was forty
seven. 'The lowest was fifteen.

Their behaviour was gene:aﬁygood with the odd one or two fidgeting during

Br. Khalid Rahaman instructs the chz‘ld‘ren:i&m‘ngfwg Qaseedas
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